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CENTRALBLATT FUER NERVENHEILKUNDE UND PSYCHIATRIE 

(November, 1904.) 

1. On the Prognosis of Acute Polioencephalitis Superior (Wernicke). W. 

Spielmeyer, Freiburg. 

1. All chronic processes are to be excluded from Wernicke’s disease 
and acute encephalitis constitutes it only when the eye-muscle region is 
the center of the lesion. Spielmeyer reports the nineteenth fatal case of 
this polioencephalitis superior acuta. The patient was an alcoholic, became 
delirious and then comatose. He had first external strabismus, then total 
ophthalmoplegia. He died after twelve days. At autopsy capillary 
hemorrhages were found beneath the aqueduct of Sylvius. Spielmeyer 
speaks of a triad of symptoms; the rapid ocular palsies, the severe involve¬ 
ment of the sensorium, and the ataxia in gait and speech. The duration 
in these cases is from two days to a month. The patients all have been 
drinkers, except Wernicke’s first, who was a young girl poisoned by 
sulphuric acid. Most of them showed other effects of alcoholism. The 
lesion is different microscopically from cerebritis, in the absence of true 
inflammation. The newly formed vessels in the central gray matter are 
due to the alcoholism, and the hemorrhages are analogous to diathetic 
hemorrhages. Recovery or improvement in polioencephalitis superior has 
occurred twelve times. Only two cases have perfectly recovered, the other 
ten having a persistent ophthalmoplegia. Cases ascribed to influenza have 
never been verified at autopsy. TTte extent of the ophthalmoplegia has no 
significance in prognosis. The delirium and stupor must be counted 
among the cardinal symptoms, and the case is likely to be mistaken for 
simple delirium tremens. The mental and general physical state is most 
important. The rapid pulse often ascribed to lesion of the vagus nucleus 
is more likely due to degeneration of the heart muscle. 

(December, 1904.) 

1. Apratic Symptoms in a Case of Senile Dementia. Dr. H. Marcuse. 

2. On borne Noteworthy Mimic Motions of the Hand. Dr. Ernst Jentsch. 

1. Apractic Symptoms in a Case of Senile Dementia. Dr. Harry Mar¬ 
cuse, formerly Assistant Physician of the Berlin Asylum at Dalldorf, dis¬ 
cusses the apraxia of Liepmann, which is the inability, in spite of an intact 
condition of the sensory and motor apparatus, to make voluntary move¬ 
ments according to purpose. 

The patient was a woman, considerably demented, showing defective 
orientation in time, place and personality, together with transcortical motor 
aphasia. The defects of voluntary acts, Marcuse says, were midway be¬ 
tween sensory and motor apraxia, and might be called amnestic apraxia: in 
Liepmann’s phrase, it is a derailing of impulses. The cause in this case 
was not apoplexy nor any focal lesion, but senile atrophy of the brain. 

2. On Mimic Movements of the Hand.. —This is an attempt to assign 
a rational origin to various common gestures, such as snapping the fingers. 
Jentsch’s paper is psychological. 

Wm. Pickett (Philadelphia). 

ARCH1V FUER PSYCHIATRIE UND NERVENKRANKHEITEN 

(Vol. XXXVIII, 1904, No. 3.) 

r. A Contribution to the Knowledge of the Cerebral Palsies of Children. 

H. Wachsmuth. 
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2. The Palsies of the Parturient Woman. R. von Hosslin. 

3. A Cyclops Monster with Microcephaly and Microgyri. O. v. Leonova 

v. Lange. 

4. Neuro-pathology and Psvchiatry. C. Furster. 

5. A Case of Carcinoma of the Pons and of the Right Temporal Lobe 

Secondary to Cancer of the Uterus. Kufs. 

6. Recurrence of Electrical Sensibility of the Brain following Temporary 

Anemia. V. Scheven. 

7. Functional Hemiathetosis. Seifert. 

8. Spasmodic Torticollis. Steyerthal and Solger. 

9. Examination of the Stigmata of Regeneration in 251 Insane Men. R. 

Ganter. 

10. Experimental Lesions of the Central 'Nervous System in Chimpanzees. 

M. Bothmann. 

11. Classification and Nomenclature of the Psychoses, with a Review of 

the Pretenses of the Physician’s Examination. A. Hoche. 

12. Reviews. 1. E. Hitzig. Physiological and Clinical Examination of 

the Brain. 2. E. Schultze. The Psvchoses of the Military 
Prisoners, with Suggestions for Reform. 3. W. His. The 
Development of the Human Brain during the First Month. 

1. Cerebral Palsies— Five cases are reported clinically, with the ne¬ 
cropsy report in one case. The first case was idiocy and epilepsy combined 
with asymmetry of the head, the right side being the smaller. Arrested 
development of the brain, microgyria and thinning of the spinal cord were 
also present. The most important finding at the necropsy in this case was 
the relative difference between the weight of the cerebral hemispheres, the 
left weighing 580 g. and the right 260 g. The second case was one 
of idiocy and epilepsy with hemianopsia. The third case was one of idiocy 
and epilepsy with dwarfishness, a case of cerebral palsy with paralysis. The 
fourth case was one of right-sided paralysis and hemiatrophy with athetosis 
and without positive epilepsy. The fifth case was one of idiocy and epilepsy. 
The study of these five cases, together with those already reported by the 
author in Volume XXXIV, No. 3, leads the author to agree with Bourne- 
ville that the epilepsy in these cerebral palsies ceases during the fortieth 
and fiftieth year; and while there are no differences noted between epilepsy 
in idiocy and those of the cerebral palsies, as first observed by Koenig, there 
are differences noted between the epilepsy in the ceebral palsies and idio¬ 
pathic epilepsy, as was originallv claimed by Wuillameir. Aura, stertor, 
froth, tongue bite, and particularly drowsiness subsequent to the attack, are 
very rare phenomena in the epilepsy of the cerebral palsies. 

2. Palsies of the Parturient Woman. —This is an exhaustive inquiry 
into the varieties, the cause and the treatment of these palsies. A consider¬ 
ation of the palsies without pathological findings (hysteria and myasthenia 
gravis) are first taken up; then follow the cerebral palsies, (o)those caused 
by simple apoplexy; (6) those in albuminuria (eclampsia) ; (c) those from 
thrombosis of the brain; (d) those caused by cerebral emboli; and ( e ) 
those subsequent to other diseases of the brain, tumors, etc. Under heading 
three are described the impressions the spinal cord diseases make upon the 
child-bearing woman. The relations of tabes, disseminated sclerosis, mye¬ 
litis, etc., are described in turn. The pathogenesis, pathological anatomy, 
symptomatology and therapy are taken up in detail. Under heading four 
is described the influence of the uterine centres upon conception, pregnancy 
and birth. The paper is lengthy, instructive and of considerable general, 
as well as technical, interest. The paper is unfinished. 

3. Cyclops Monster. —The pathological findings were observed in a 
premature child (possibly 7 months) still born. The mother was well; had 
had seven children born living, three of which were then living. The con¬ 
clusions the author reached after careful examination of the entire nervous 



PEKISLVFE 


193 


system of the fetus and comparison with the normal one are: (1) When 
a fibre system takes origin from a distinct centre but has not a defined 
terminal nucleus, or when the last is imperfectly developed, such a fibre sys¬ 
tem is marked out very distinctly, and may be highly developed, but never 
presents normal characteristics (usual number of fibers, etc.)- (2) When a 
fibre system is thinned there is shrinkage of the gelatin ground substance 
in which the fibre system terminates as end bulbs, etc.) These results cor¬ 
roborate the findings in previous cases by the same author. An interesting 
microscopical finding in this case was the fusion of the orbits, although each 
eye was distinctly separate,«. e., two lenses, two sclera, two retina, etc. The 
drawings presented are numerous and illuminating. 

4. Neuropathology and Psychiatry. —This is a lecture delivered at the 
yearly meeting of the German alienists in Gottingen during April, 1904. A 
review of the work done is given and suggestions are made for work in 
the future. 

5. Carcinoma of the Pons. —In 1898 Buchholtz was able to find 66 
cases of carcinoma of the brain. Of that number 41 were metastatic. The 
patient was 60 years old, and died apparently from sepsis. The brain 
weight was 1170 g. Two tumors were observed in the brain; one of the 
size of a hazel nut was situated behind the corpora quadrigemina at the be¬ 
ginning of the fourth ventricle. The second tumor, comparatively hard, 
was situated on the right temporal lobe, mid portion (gyrus hippocampus 
and gyrus fusiformis). There was a tumor about the size of a walnut 
within the wall of the uterus. The body of the uterus was free. The section 
was stained in hematoylin-eosin, alum-carmine, van Gieson stain, and 
Wolter stain for the fibers. In all the preparations the characteristic ap¬ 
pearances of carcinoma were seen. 

6. Electrical Sensibility of the Brain.— The experiments were car¬ 
ried out in rabbits. Thirty-three investigations in all were made. Rab¬ 
bits were selected, as monkeys and cats were found by Mott and Hill in 
their experiments on the physiological and anatomical changes in the 
cerebral cortex resulting from anemia produced by ligation of the cerebral 
arteries, to die, usually within 24 hours afteh the ligation. In dogs the 
collateral circulation was too rapidly carried out to give satisfactory 
results. The faradic current was employed. Failure of response to the 
current was noted usually within 2—4 minutes after ligation, and occa¬ 
sionally as late as 5—7 minutes. In general, it was found that when the 
compression was not for a longer period than 10—15 minutes the return 
of irritability of the brain was very prompt, usually within 2—5 minutes 
after the withdrawal of the ligature. When the time of compression was 
increased the return of irritability was correspondingly low. When the 
compression was persisted in for 25—30 minutes the full return of irrita¬ 
bility was very slow, four and one-half hours being required in one case. 
After thirty minutes’ compression the animals usually died, so that no 
positive results could be obtained. The experiments show the great re¬ 
sistance of the brain to insults, and also its recuperative power. 

7. Functional Hemiathetosis. —This, the author states is the first of 
its kind reported. The patient was a shoemaker. 37 years old, who com¬ 
plained for about four weeks of coldness and numbness in his right 
thumb and radial side of his right forearm. Within a short time the entire 
hand became affected and he could no longer use the hammer at his work. 
Athetoid movements were observed in the fingers of the right hand. No 
hysterical stigmata were noted. The patient was hypnotized and given 
verbal suggestion. After two treatments he was practically cured and 
returned to his work within a month. 

8 . Spasmodic Torticollis. —Three cases are added to the literature, 
which is carefully reviewed. As the author pertinently remarks, an ana- 
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tcmical examination of a case of -wry neck has not yet been made, and 
much depends upon what such an examination should disclose. 

9. Stigmata of Degeneration. —This article is practically the continua¬ 
tion of a former article by the author on the same lines. In this paper the 
color and flecks on the iris, the ear, palate, alveoli, teeth, skeleton and 
hair are considered. With the exception of red and violet, all the colors 
of the rainbow are represented. Bluish-gray was observed most frequently 
(99 cases), and light-blue the next (77 cases). Flecks or points on the 
iris were present in 88 cases, or 35 per cent. Defects of the ear were lack¬ 
ing in only 6 per cent, a single anomaly of the ear was present in 8 per 
cent., two anomalies in 17 per cent., 3 anomalies in 19 per cent., four 
anomalies in 22 per cent., five anomalies in 13 per cent., six anomalies in 
9 per cent., seven anomalies in 2 per cent., eight anomalies in 3 per cent., 
and nine anomalies in one individual. Defects of the palate were present 
in 71 per cent, of cases, anomalies of the alveoli and palate in 23 per cent. 
Defects of the teeth were found as follows: Anomalies in the interval 
between the teeth. 12 per cent; ( b ) positive anomalies, 45 per cent.; (c) 
changes in form, 63 per cent. Anomalies of the skeleton were present in 
S3 per cent. Abnormal hairy sites were present in 15 per cent. The men¬ 
tal affections of the 251 cases were imbecility in 80. dementia praecox in 
60, paresis in 24, paranoia in 37. epilepsy in 16, dementia sec. in 12, 
senile dementia in 12, and other forms in 10. 

10. Experimental Lesions. —This arbeit was carried out under the 
supervision of H. Munk, and is indicative of the careful, long-drawn-out 
experiments of the investigator. The article cannot be abstracted within 
a short space. 

11. Classification of Psychoses. —The author does not propose a new 
classification or nomenclature, but criticizes judiciously the present trend 
toward complexity. The diagnosis he states is the most important item. 

12. Rcviezt’S. 

A. F. Witmer (New York). 

REVUE DE PSYCHIATRIE ET DE PSYCHOLOGIE EXPERIMENTALE 

(July, 1904.) 

1. Dementia Associated with Circumscribed Lesions of the Brain. Vic- 

0UR0UX. 

2. Psychological Study of Stereotypy. Dromard. 

1. Dementia and Cerebral Lesions .—It has been observed in cases of 
•circumscribed brain lesions that in some cases there is following dementia, 
while in other cases of lesions of the same size and location the mental 
faculties are preserved. The dementia which follows this class of cases 
is supposed by the author to be due to a more or less diffuse process 
spreading from the central lesion and invading the surrounding cortical 
territory, destroying association tracts. These diffuse changes are in¬ 
flammatory and infectious in character, and more often and more readily 
follow when the lesion has occurred in a brain already defectively nour¬ 
ished and with a diseased arterial system. A case is cited of a man who 
three years before had left hemiplegia with softening but with no involve¬ 
ment of the intellect. He suffered from an attack of facial erysipelas, 
which confined him to a hospital twelve days. At the end of this time he 
left the hospital cured of the erysipelas, but demented. The autopsy some 
■days afterwards showed the circumscribed lesion, and also a diffuse lesion 
of the meninges and cortex. 

2. Stereotypy. —It is important to study the motor manifestations 
of the insane. Among these some are due to disturbances of the motor 
apparatus, such as paralysis, contractions and convulsions; others are 
simply the reflex of a psychic state. It is these last, comprising for the 
most part fixed attitudes and repeated movements, that are united under 



